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+ Lived and ministered cluringa Period of great theological

controversg

+ | ived and ministered cluring a time of great Political chaos and

unrest

o Lived through the fall of the “Eternal Citg”




“During his life he wrote some 25 volumes inclucling exegetical
commentary on the Scrip‘cures, theological expositionsj Polemical
and apologetical treatises, and Philosophical and ethical writings.
e usua”g Preached five clags each Wéél(, sometimes twice a dag,

cluring his 40 years as leader of the church in North Africa.”

— Michael s. Beates,Tabletalk Magazine, June 1996
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‘Saint Augustine is, arguablgj the second most imPortant interpreter of the
Christian faith after St. Paul. His literarg contribution so affected the church in
the West that we scarcelg recognize his ﬁngerprints on our lives anymore. No one
in the western world can even think in such crucial fields as the nature of God, the
soul, the church, the state, or even “religion” as such without (now usua”g
unacknowleclgecb reference to Augustine. Iif his intellectual stature is indeed this

great, then we can say that his Confessions is the most iml:)ortant Christian text
outside the Bible itself.”

— Jason Byassee, Reading Augustine: A Guide to the Confessions

B 2 N > e A e Yo LSS I MDA < =SR2 A2, L e G T T e P e T o s ot e S S -, - —Cn Al T . e S




‘It was through his voluminous writings, ]:)9 which his wider influence
was exertecl) that he entered both the Church and the world as a
revolutionary force, and not mercly created an el:)och in the history

of the Church, but has determined the course of its historg in the
West up to the Present clag.”

— Berjamin B. Warfield,Studies in Tertullian and Augustine
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“In Point of fact the whole de\/elopment of Western life, in all its
Phases) was Powemcu”g attected bﬂ his teachiﬂg. -

— Berjamin B. Warfield,Studies in Tertullian and Augustine
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“It 1Is no woncler, there{:ore, that the Western Church has felt the force of his

influence in all the main lir

es of its cle\/elooment, and inno o

b
prominent characteristics could it have been without him what it

ne of its

In him are found at once the seed out of which the tree that we

KNOW as the

Roman Catholic Church has Zrown; the spring or strength of all the leacling

anti-hierarchical and mystical movements which succeeded one another

through the Middle Ages; at least the Promise and Pre—-lcormation of the

great types of Western Philosophical thought; and, above a”) the potent

leaven of vital religiorl. -

R o become.
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..Beginning in the first force of its fresh Promulgation ]:)9 overcoming the
ingrainecl rationalism of the Popular Christianitg exPressecl In Pelagianism and its
claughter movements, it refused to be bound bg the compromises of the Council
of Orange, compactecl though they were Into a system bg the genius of a
Thomas, and given irre?ragable authoritg in the Church of Rome bﬂ the decrees
of Trent, but manifested its power ]:Jy outbreak after outbreakj from Gottschalk

in the ninth to Jansen in the seventeenth century; and then burst all bonds and

issued in the Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth centurg.”

— Benjamin B. Warﬁeld, Studies in Tertullian and Augustine
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“...it1s Augustine who gave us the Reformation. For the Reformation, inwarc”y

considered, was just the ultimate triumph of Augustine’s doctrine of grace over

7

Augusti ne’s doctri

ne of the Church. This doctrine of grace came from Augustine’s

hands in its Posi‘ci\/e outline completclg formulated: sinful man clel:)encls, for his

recovery to goocl and to God, entirelg on the free grace of God; this grace is

therefore incﬂispensable, Prevenient, irresistible, indefectible; and, being thus the

free grace of God

, must have lain, in all the details of its conference and working,

in the intention of God from all etemitg.”

— Benjamin B. Warﬁeld, Studies in Tertullian and Augustine

B 2 N > e A e Yo LSS I MDA < =SR2 e SRS S e e o S o ST S - —Cn Al T . . PN o




T S i s\ PSS

an—

L e SRS LN g o s

PUp ST R—

T

P T o e S L S s

ot i, - A

The Lite an

555 Edict of Milan

325 - Council of Nicea
354 November 13 - Birth
97 Birth of Adeodatus

580 - Published first work
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18. - SOUK-AHRAS. - Olivier Saint-Augustin

* 386/7 - Conversion | | |

* 387 Easter Sundag - Baptism

+ 388 - Civil war between Theodosis

and Maximus
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The Lite and times of Augustine

e 389/90 - Death of Adeodatus

s %91 - Travels to HiPPo, made
Presbyter

s 395 - Made co~bi5hop with Bishop

Velarius

« 410 - Rome sacked
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Major Writings of Augustine

* 395-420 ~-On the Trinitg

s %97-400 - Confessions in Thirteen
Books

s %97-426 - On Christian Doctrine

o 413-426 -~ The Citg of God

o /)|

|

L . OVC

=nchiridion on Faith, Hope, &
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Final Dags of Augustine

426/7-428 -~ Retractions

90 line - Siege of HiPPo ]:)egins

<50 August 28 - Death

451 August - Siegc of HiPPo ends
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o Classic
« Devotional

o Accessible

Whg the Contfessions?

CONFESSIONS

A NEW TEANSJSIATION »Y

SARAH RUDEN

-~
Y-

AUGUSTINE

- —— A



“The thirteen books of my Confessions Praise thejust and goocl God for my evil

and goocl acts, and lift up the unclerstanding and attectio

|

1 of men to Him. At

least, as far as | am concemecl, theg had this eHect on me w

and theg continue to have it when | am reacling them. What

hile | was writing them
others think about

them is a matter for them to decide. Yet, | know that theg have given and continue

to give Pleasure to many of my brethren. The first ten books were written about

mgselmc; the last three about Holg Scril:fturc-zJ from the words:

In the beginning God

created heaven and earth” as far as the Sabbath rest.””

— Augustine of Hippo, The Retractations




llllllllllllllll

AAAAAAAAAA

What is the Confessions? K

AUGUSTINE

“What is a confession? A second thing that we need to clc—:cipher about the title is what
Augustine means bﬂ the word “confessions.” Two meanings are in view. First, Augustine spends
much of the book conFessing the sins of the mind and bocly that he committed throughout his
life. Second, in Augustine’s clag (and in Christian circles to this clag) . to confess meant to
declare one’s religious beliefs (a2 Prcncession of faith). Thus we refer to historic creeds of
Christendom as confessions (e.g., the Belgic Confession or the Westminster Confession of
Faith). We can even find this usage in the Bible, asin1 Timothg %.16—“Great indeed, we

confess, is the mystery of goc”iness” (esv), and then a brief creed in Poetic form is quotecl.

— Leland Rﬂken, Augustine’s Confessions, Christian Guides to the Classics
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What is the Confessions? K

AUGUSTINE

“Theologian Charles Mathewes g0oes a step Further to argue tha’c Comcessions s a sort 01[

anti~autobiograph9. From his first words Augustine Is concerned not with himself, but with

God. Augus’tine narrates his life here as a series of false steps In self-assertion—the

desire to make a Place for himself in a world that resPects only power, selﬁamusement,
wealth, and Family status. He makes no mean eHort toward accumulation of those thiﬂgs,
and Precisely so drifts farther away from the God in whose presence life is most Fu”g lived.
His is no lite at all then—-{)nlg atter the fact of his conversion can he narrate his missteps

as False attempts to Hee a Gocl he cannot escape.

— Jason Byassee, Reacling Augustine: A Guide to the Confessions, Cascade Companions




The Structure of the Contessions

Books 1-8 are |ooselg biographical

* Book1- lmcancg and Childhood

Education

"y

+ Book 2 - 16th year / Sins of Youth

+ Book A - Co”ege Waywarclness

o Book 4 - Lite after Co”ege




The Structure of the Contessions

+ Book g Professional Changes
and Religious Quest

o Book 6 - The Second Year in Milan
s Book 7 - Theological Progress

* Book 8 - Augustine‘s Conversion




The Structure of the Contessions

Book 9 - Year Fo”owing conversion, death of

Monnica

Book 10 1s a Prolongecl analgsis of the topics of
memory, the human search for the haPPH li{:q
and the sins that tempt People.

Book 11 is similarlg tol:)ical, dealing Primarilg with

time.

Books 12—13 are collections of meditations on
many subjed:s, Primarilg focused on the

creation in Genesis 1.
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Characters of the Contfessions

Augustine =
Monnica ©
Fatriciis ©

Adeodatus *

Mistress

Ambrose

Faustus

God




Warnings

« Accessible, but not casy

o A man of his time

Evern thouglﬁ the book is seventeen hundred years old. Augustine

emerges from the pages as a thoroughlg modern man.”

— Leland ngem Augustine’s Confessions, Christian Guides to the

Classics
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* Primary
* SIin
o Grace

- GiOiy

Focus

= Seconciary

S SPiritual Disciplines




Bible Intake

“The Bible is a continuous presence in the Confessions. ..
Scripture informs the entire book, and Paracloxica”g, Augustine

speaks most authenticallg about himself when he uses the words
of the biblical authors.”

— Leland ngen) Augustine’s Confessions, Christian Guides to the

Classics
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] nterspersecl prayers addressed

Prager

399 Augustine to God make a regular

appearance in the Contfessions. This is an unexpectecl and unic]ue

feature of the book, and the result is that it is imPossi

f:)le not to rcacl the

Contessions devotiona”g. The prayers also lend a universal qualitg to

the book: the events that hal:)l:)ened to Augustine are unique to hir

1,

every reader can iclenthcy with his prayers addressed to God.”

|
but

— Leland ngen, Augustine’s Contessions, Christian Guides to the

Classics




Joumaling

“ . the Confessions tells three stories at the same time. Most ob\/iouslg, the story of Augustine’s

lite until his conversion is a sto:y about running away from God. But at a cleeper level it turns out

that this Fight from God was rea”g a search to find God. Then, to add to the complexity, Augustine

imposes 36:1: another overlag on the Previous two levels: running from God and searching for God

were rea”g God’s Pursuit of Augustine. This is known in Christian circles as “t

mothc, based on a famous Victorian poem bﬂ Francis Thoml:)son titled “The H

he hound of heaven”

ound of Heaven” (a

work that makes goocl collateral rcacling with Augustine’s Confessions, which was obviously n

Tlfwompson’s mind as he wrote his Poem). Augustine himself orchestrates his work in such a way

that we can clearlg see a” threc narrative tlﬁreacls it we |oo|< 1Cor

them.”

— Leland ngen, Augustine’s Confessions, Christian Guides to the Classics
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