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Book |1 ChP l Purpose of Writing

‘Augustine tells us more about his sex life than we care to knowj
but since it is imPortant to him, we need to follow his lead in
analgzing it. What matters most is not what Augustine did Phgsica”g
but how he regarcls it 5Piritua”3. He never gives us details about his
lust) and it seems likelg that he simplg had the normal urges of a
young man who had reached sexual maturitg. In his own mind,

however) he was guiliy of excessive and misdirected sexuality.”




Book |1 ChP l Purpose of Writing

Whg does Augustine say that he is exPressing his thoughts and

intents in the Confessions?

“| want to be mindful of the ugliness | engagecl in back then) and
the dissolution my bo&g wreaked on my soul—not because I'm in
love with any of that) but rather) my God, for the purpose of

lovinggou...
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Book |1 ChP l Purpose of Writing

... do this out of love for the love I have for yous; | recollect the
Paths of my clepravitg in the bitterness of my insl:)ection of mgsel{
so that you grow sweet to me, with a sweetness, a charm that’s not

deceitful but blessed and safe, bincling me together against the
scattering force that riPPed me to Pieces as Iong as | turned my back
on your singularity and clisappearecl into multiplicity.”
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Book |1 ChP l Purpose of Writing

“To whom am | tc—:”ing this story? It isn’t of course to you, my GodJ
but in your presence I’m te”ing it to my race, the human race.
however minute a snippet out of that might stumble on my writing,

such as it is. And what’s the storg’s Purpose? Ob\/iouslg{1 it’s soO

that | and whoever reads this can contemplate from what clelgtlﬁs
we must cry out to gou.”




Book I CI’WPS. -4+l unatict iist

e Howoldis Augustine (rougHg) in Book 117
e How does he describe his condition at this time?

e How does his laﬂguage convey the intensitg of his sinful desires

at this time?
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Book I CI’WPS. -4+l unatict iist

“No, mine were the Putrid fumes rising from scummy bodi|9 lust and the

diseased eruPtion of Pubertg, beFouling and be?uclc”ing my heart with their

smoke...”

G Whirlpool of depravitg.” “The screeching chain of my cleathlg nature. ..’

‘| was storm-tossed, gushing out, run

ning every which way, Frotlﬂing into thin

airin my ﬁltrng atHairs. ..

“ boiled over in my torment, Fo”owing my own ﬂowing momentum...”




Book I CI’WPS. 2-4 | unatic Lust

e Do hormones excuse sinful behavior?

e Chemical imbalances?

e What does Augustine, reﬂecting back, wish he had done cluring

this time?
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Book I CI’WPS. -4+l unatict iist

e What seems to be Augustine’s view of marriage’?
e What was the Primarg concern of Augustinc’s Parents at this time?

“My Familg was not concerned to SCOOp me up into marriage as | slid
into ruin; their sole Preoccupation was for me to learn the most
estimable stgle of 5Peech making Possible) and Persuasion through

the arrangement of words.”
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Book I CI’WPS. 2-4 | unatic Lust

. Consi&ering the imPact that ‘coming of age” can ha\/eJ how

ought we pray for our Congregation's children?
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Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

o Whg did Augustine take a “holiclag from school”?
e How does Augustine describe his Father, Patricius, at this time?

“The money to pay for a 5ojoum farther away, in Carthage, was
being arrangecl—-—-fmore through the sheer enthusiasm of my father

than his actual means...”
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Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

“But whose Praises, at the time, didn’t raise on high a mere human being, my gather,

becaus
tookﬁo

e he taxed the gamilg property begoncl its streﬂgth, spending whatever it

- his son to stuc]g) even when that meant living c]uite far from home? Many

citizens, |

Lar wealthier than he was, went to no such trouble for their children’s sake;

but at the same time, the father who was showing them up made no fuss about how

| was growing up In 9ourjucigment) and how pure | was, as long as my oratorical skill

ClCVCIO

l:)ecl, even if | was a devastated land and notlﬁing was clevelopecl N me bg

you, Gocl, who are the one true and gooci owner, or master, of your ﬁelcl, my

heart.”
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Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

« _whereas he was still a convert under instruction before baptism

[catechumen], and a recent convert besides.”

. Whﬂ was Patricius so clelightecl 1:99 what he observed at the bath

house’?

: T - ——— e AL s » AT AN e b SN RE——— . “ e N0 T T e P e T o ot e S o ST S - ———— s . e ol _agiae T o
D ot o S e S S it e R R M e s e N e s i N AR = & s - . W e i



Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

e How does he describe his mother, Monnica?

“But in my mother’s breast 3ou’d alreaclg started to build your
temple, laging the foundations of your holg clwelling~l:>lace. o

“At that Periocl she clicln’t want mc—:—-——-—ancl | remember how she too|<
me aside and warned me with huge agitation—-—~to engage in sexual

immoralith and absolutelg not to debauch angone’s wite.”
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Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

“The mother of my lite in the l:)oclymwho had 59 this time fled from
Babglon’s downtown but was still stro”ing in other districts—didn’t

Follow through on her warning in favor of Cl’lastitg; she didn’t take
steps to confine within the bounclarg markers of married attachment

(it she couldn’t cut it to the bone) what she’d heard about from her

husband concerning me and understood to be alreaclg a ravaging

disease, one that could prove quite clangerous for the clags tocome
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Book ] Chps. 5-8 Holidag from School

o Wlﬁy did Monnica not trg to arrange a marriage for her son at this time?

“She didn’t take these steps for fear of shackling my otherwise lﬁopemcul future

Witl’l 3 the. | clom’t mean the hoPe my F10’tl’1€f’ hacl

in you for the life to come,

but the hoPe of an education, which both parents were overlg eager for me to

obtain, he because his thinking about you was Practica”g nonexistent, while

about me it was Frivolous; whereas for her Part she considered that the

traditional curriculur

] WOUlCl I

certain advancer

nean not onlg NO It

1Pediment but actua”g -

tent on my way toward 9ou.”




Book I} Chps. 9-18 Forbidden Fruit

* Augustine spencls more time on this 5ing|<—: incident (stealing of the

Pears) than any single incident in his Contfessions.
o Wlﬁg do most People commit the sins tlﬁeg do?

“Because of all these thing@ and other worlc”g things as well, sinis

committed when an unchecked leaning toward thc—:sc) given that theg are

the lowest order of goocl things, causes a desertion of the better and

the highest) namelg you, God our Master, and your truth and your law.”




Book I} Chps. 9-18 Forbidden Fruit

e What was the occasion of this theft?
. Whg did /—\ugustine steal the Pears’?

o Whg does this thett show the sinfulness of Augustine’s heart in a

greater sense than it he had discloses a Particular sexual sin?

e How does this theft ditter from our first Parents eating the
forbidden fruit in the garclen?
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Book I} Chps. 9-18 Forbidden Fruit

e What role did his peers Plag in the thett of the Pears‘?

e What does Augustine mean when he speaks of .. .Frienclship
that couldn’t be more un?riendly!”?
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Book I} Chps. 9-18 Forbidden Fruit

o Consiclering the influence that can we wielded 1:99 peers, how
ought we to pray for one another, Particularlg for the children

in our midst?

e How can we seek to be the kind of friends that spur others to

holiness and away from sin?
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Book I Chp 18 A Wanclering Wretch

“Who can clisentangle that wretched immensity of distortions and contortions and

knottedness? It’s a grotesque creature. | dorn’t want to pay any attention to he", don’t

want to look at her. You’re the one | Want,Justice and innocence so beautitul an

{

graccncul - lwant to enjog you with honorable eyes and a satisfaction | can’t get enough

of. Rest is with you, lavishlg, and a life without distress. The one who enters into you
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Book Il Juxtapositions

e What the world Praises <

e The infant of ChP ] <

o Autonomg <
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What God Praises
The burgeoning man of ChP 2

F‘itting in with the crowd







