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Grasping God's Word.

A study in how we read, translate, and trust the Bible.






PART 1 - WHAT THE BIBLE IS

THE BIBLE

A library between two covers.

The Bible is not just a single boo]

. It 1s

a collection — sixty-six separate |

bound together as one.

D00Kks,

Written across roughly fifteen hundred

years, by some forty authors, on three

continents, in three languages —

telling one story.
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PART 1 - WHAT THE BIBLE IS

A DISTINCTION WORTH KEEPING

The book around the book.
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New Testament
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PART 1 - WHAT THE BIBLE

| S

A DISTINCTION WORTH KEEPING

Not just around the text

CVOUICU UIC = 1IC U 11111 1 dalll.

For he s small!”
50, the.LORD relented concerning
this.
“This also shall not be,” said.the
Lord GOD.

Vision of the Plumb Line

7 Thus He showed me: Behold, the Lord
stood on a wall made with a plumb line,
with a plumb line in His hand. 8 And the
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you
see?”

And I'said, “A plumb line.”

Then the Lord said:

“Behold, 41 am setting a plumb line
In the midst of My people Israel;
eI will not pass by them anymore.
9 fThe Shigh places of Isaac shall be
; desolate,

7:1-9:10,Amos introduced 5 visions, with-a historical interjude
(7:10-17).The first two depict the Lord’s commitment to spare 2 rem-
nant, while the last 3 announce thieineyitability of judgment,

7:1-3 The first vision, symbolizing God's action, saw a swarm of fo-

1. Vision of Locusts (7:1-3) .
2. Vision of Fire (7:4-6) 1.
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92 Kin. 15:8-10;
Amos 7:11-6 Or holy
places

10 71 Kin.12:31,32;
13:33-7,1-Kin.13:32;
Amos 4:4 J 2 Kin.
14:23 7.0r endure

11 ¥Amos 5:27:6:7

13 'Amos,2:12; Acts
4:18 m1Kin,12:29,
32;Amos 7:9. 8 Or
holy place *]it.
house

14 71 Kin, 20:35;
2Kin.2:5;2 Chr. 19:2
22 Kin.3:4; Amos
121; Zech. 13:5

15 » Amos 3:8 7 Lit.
from behind

custs devouring the people’s, portion of theylater cy
king had taken the first cutting (cf. Joel 1:2-12) faiid
7:3 the Loro relented. Much like He did af?Abrahams, g8t

0,.you seer! - ‘
Flee to the land of Judah.
There eat bread, '
And there prophesy. ‘
'3 But'never again prophesy at
Bethel,
mFor it is the king’s 8sanctuary,
And it is the royal 9residence.”

14 Then Amos answered, and said to
Amaziah: : Rst
“I was no prophet, ‘
Nor was I 7a'son of a prophet,
But I was a osheepbreeder
And a tender of sycamore fruit.
Then the LORD took me !as I
followed the flock, "
And the LorD'said tome, "
‘Go, Pprophésy'to My _peopilfg
[SEAeP2VIt1c S {
16 Now therefore, hear the vyg,rd 0
the LoRD(2A I E
You say, ‘Do not prophesy again®

ttings, after 1€

ead?

over Sodom in Gen, 18:22 23, Y wﬂﬁ eva
7:4-6 Under the figure of fire, the second viS"O,'“,..‘Q? nd?{" |

tating drought, causing the undergrou‘nd,'Wﬁtér S,E{B‘ﬂriﬁ‘s(} f
and the fields to be consumed (cf, Deut, 32:22). Amos adall

gal

Israe’ ” 'L:a
srael’s cause (cf vy, 2 3), not oW a%%l‘m

wanting)

7:7-9 The trye spiritual nature of lsfapl Q@é bq[q,_tﬁf_z}ﬁ ot !‘;l'
by Ods plumb line of righteoU%é?Jnim e
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661 said, ”A’basket:of summer fruit.
Then the LORD said to me:

" The'énd Has come upon My people
Israel; ; :
b] will not pass by them anymore.
3 ' And cthe songs of the temple
Shall be wdiling in that day,”
Says the Lord GOD— *
“Many dead bodies everywhere,
iThey shall be thrown out in
silence.” ehe 1

4 Hear this, you who Zswallow ‘up
the needy, :
And make the poot of the land fail,

> Saying:

“When 'will the New Moon be past,
That we may sell grain?
And ethe ‘Sabbath,
That we may 2trade wheat?
/Making the ephah small and the
shekel large, .
Falsifying the'scales by ¢deceit
hat 'we may buy the poor for
hsilver, ¥,
"7 e away captive. To Assyria ca. 722 B.C;_ Gy
by thg :L“lmmer frait. In this fourth vision,as fruit was

fate the h, N0 e

day wi val. Like the Sabbat

d - day with a festival. Like t

“nge 1S, 20:5,6: 2 Kin: 4:23; Ezek 463). ™ '
1 the day to end revealed their appett’®

(ege ;--Shekel large. B dishonest welghl: Qi

' N | nt
s TErS sun,so lsrael was (ipé .erJUdg'n:ersrael would cete-
New Moon, Based on a lunar calendat ™ tk wa

7 i Deut.33:26, 29; Ps.
68:34: Amos 6:8°/ Ps.
10:11:Hos.7:2;8:13

§'kHos.4:3 Jer. 467
8:Amos 95 3 The
Nile: some Heb: mss.,
EXX, Tg:, Syr. Vg:River
(cf'9i5); MT the fight

9 m Job 5:14;15.13:10;
599, 10; Jer-159;
[Mic. 3:6]; Matt.
27:45:Mark 15:32;
Luke 23:44 “Lit.a
day of light

10 " Lam. 5:15; Ezek.
718 015.15:2, 3 Jex.
4837 Bzek,27:31
o Jer. 6:26; [Zech.

2:101 g

1; 1 Sam, 3:1;2Che
15:3:Ps.74:9; Ezek.
7:26; Mic. 3_:6

12 rHos.5:0

8:7 pride of Jac
< the Lord would no
8:8 Heave and sub.
which.annually pfoviQe
greatly overflowing It

ripened

s 10 be
4 - land.

eclips
8:1

8:9 the sun '
e of the sun ¢a. 76
0 sackcloth. See noteon Joel 1:8.

*broad daylight;
Il turn your feasts mto
"ourning,
> Anid al¥ your songs into
7] will bring sackcloth on every
waist,
And baldness on every'head;
F'will make it like mousning for an
only son,
And its end like a bitter day.

“Behold; the days are coming,” says
the Lord GOD;
“That I will send a famine on the
land,
Not'a famine of bread,
Nor a thirst for water,
But 7of hearing the words of the
LORD:
12 Thev shall ' wander from sea to sea,
And from north to east;
Thev shall run to and fro, seeking
" the word of the LORD,
But shall not find .

13 “In that day the fair virgins

And strong young men i
ob. As surely as the nation was filled with pride,
¢ forget her works (cf.6:8).

side like the River of Egypt. Like the Nile,
d water and rich sail deposits for farmers by
s banks, so judgment would overflow the

go down at noan. Probably referring to the total
3 B.C.as a picture of God's coming judgment.




PART 2 - FROM THEN TO NOW 06

THE BIBLE WAS NOT WRITTEN IN ENGLISH.

Three original languages.

N < A

OLD TESTAMENT PARTS OF DANIEL & EZRA NEW TESTAMENT

Hebrew Aramaic Koine Greek

The language of ancient Israel. Reads A Semitic cousin of Hebrew. The Not the polished Greek of philosophers —

right-to-left. Concrete, picture-rich, built common language of the Ancient Near the working, common Greek of merchants

on three-letter roots. East in the Babylonian and Persian eras. and soldiers across the first-century
Mediterranean.
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PART 2 - FROM THEN TO NOW

A SIMPLE FACT

None of us read Hebrew,
Aramaic, or Greek.

So between the original text and the page in your lap, someone has done work.

That work is called translation — “to carry across.”

GRASPING GOD'S WORD - LESSON 01
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PART 2 - FROM THEN TO NOW

A HEBREW IDIOM, TWO WAYS

The translator's dilemma.

Genesis 39:19 describes Potiphar's reaction. In Hebrew, it says — literally —

WORD-FOR-WORD MEANING-FOR-MEANING

«“ “His anger was kindled.”

1S nose burned.” N

Faithful to the Hebrew. Confusing in English. Faithful to the meaning. Loses the picture.

Every verse has a decision like this behind it. Multiply that by 31,000+

verses.
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PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS

TWO BASIC PHILOSOPHIES

Word for word, or meaning for meaning.

FORMAL EQUIVALENCE

Stay close to the original words.

Preserve word order, grammar, even
idiom where possible. Let the English

bend toward the Hebrew or Greek.

Examples - NASB - ESV - NKJV - KJV

GRASPING GOD'S WORD - LESSON 01
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FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENCE

Stay close to the original meaning.

Render the thought in natural English.
Let the Hebrew or Greek bend toward the

reader.

Examples - NIV - CSB - NLT - NCV



PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS 10

A MAP OF COMMON ENGLISH BIBLES

The translation spectrum.

WORD-FOR-WORD PARAPHRASE
NASB ESV NKJV CSB NIV NLT The Message
FORMAL FORMAL FORMAL MEDIATING MEDIATING FUNCTIONAL PARAPHRASE

No spot on this line is “wrong.” Each is a tool. The question is which tool for

which task.
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PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS

ROMANS 12:1 — ACROSS THE SPECTRUM

One verse, many voices.

ESV - FORMAL

. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to

God, which is your spiritual worship.

NLT - FUNCTIONAL

+ And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your
bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a
living and holy sacrifice — the kind he will find acceptable. This is

truly the way to worship him.
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NIV - MEDIATING

. Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing

to God — this is your true and proper worship.

THE MESSAGE - PARAPHRASE

© So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your
everyday, ordinary life — your sleeping, eating, going-to-work,

and walking-around life — and place it before God as an offering.



PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS

PROFILE - FORMAL EQUIVALENCE

When you want the shape of the original.

STRENGTHS

 Preserves wordplay, repetition, and structure
» Easier to study word-by-word
» Good for memorization & close reading

» Translator's interpretive footprint is smaller

NASB ESV NKJV KJV LSB
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TRADE-OFFS

 English can feel stiff or unfamiliar
 Idioms can puzzle a new reader
 Sentence length follows Greek/Hebrew —

not English

12



PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS

PROFILE - FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENCE

13

When you want the sense of the original.

STRENGTHS

 Natural English — reads aloud well
 Accessible to new readers and to children

» Better for reading large sections at a sitting
 Confusing idioms are explained, not

preserved

NIV CSB NLT NCV GNT
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TRADE-OFFS

 Translators have already made interpretive
calls
« Wordplay and structure can disappear

e Less ideal for word-level study



PART 3 - HOW TRANSLATION WORKS

A CATEGORY OF ITS OWN

Paraphrase — a caution.

A paraphrase is not really a translation. It is one

author's restatement of the text in their own voice.

Sometimes vivid. Sometimes refreshing. Always

shaped by the paraphraser's interpretation.
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RULES OF THUMB

Read it alongside, never in place of.

Never build a doctrine on a paraphrase.

Don't use it as your primary study Bible.

14



All Scripture 1s and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good
work.”
— 2 Timothy 3:16



PART 4 - CHOOSING WISELY 16

A COMMON QUESTION

Why so many English Bibles?

01

02

03

04

English keeps changing. The English of 1611 is not the English of 2026. New

translations refresh the language.

Manuscripts keep being found. We have older and perhaps more reliable

manuscripts today than translators in 1611 had access to.
Audiences vary. A children's reader and a seminary student need different translations.

Translation theory matures. Scholars keep refining how to handle idiom,

gender, and ancient grammar.

This 1s not a problem. It is a gift.
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PART 4 - CHOOSING WISELY

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE

Choosing your translation.

PRIMARY

Pick one to live in.

A formal or mediating
translation you can study,
memorize, and grow
familiar with over years.

Try - ESV - NASB - CSB - NIV

COMPARISON

Keep one for contrast.

Something on the other
side of the spectrum — to
surface what your primary
may be smoothing over.

Try - NLT - NIV (i1f primary
is ESV)

Most important rule: pick one, and actually read it.
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REFRESH

Occasional fresh eyes.

Read a familiar passage
in a paraphrase or a
very different translation
just to hear it new.

Try - The Message - NLT

17



PART 4 - CHOOSING WISELY

A WORD ABOUT THE KING JAMES

A word on the KJV.

The King James Bible is a magnificent Since 1611 we have gained:
translation — and one of the most .
, , , ,  Older Greek and Hebrew manuscripts
influential books in the English language. .
 Four centuries of language change

It was completed in 1611, from the best » Broader scholarship on ancient idiom

manuscripts available at that time.

If you love the KJV, keep reading it. Pair it with a modern translation.

GRASPING GOD'S WORD - LESSON 01
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WORKSHOP - DISCUSSION

Discussion.

01
Which translation have you read most of your life? What do you love — or struggle with —
about it?

02

Does it surprise you that the Bible was written in three different languages? Why or why
not?

03

Where on the translation spectrum do you usually want to read — and where might it

help to visit the other side?

GRASPING GOD'S WORD - LESSON 01
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BEFORE NEXT WEEK 20

TAKE IT HOME

This week's homework.

01 Compare translations. Complete handout assignment 1.1, comparing five

translations. Write it out.

02 Reflection questions. Complete assignment 1.2 reflecting on this past week’s

reading.

03 Read the front material. Complete assignment 1.3 by reading through the

front material of your Bible and then answering the study questions.

04 Read chapter two. Read chapter two of Grasping God’s Word, The Interpretive

Journey
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NEXT LESSON - 02

The Interpretive
Journey

We'll learn the process from which we go from reading to understanding and then
applying God’s Word.

THANK YOU - SEE YOU NEXT WEEK



